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The Secret Hiſtory of the White-Staff, 


== Eneral and Prime Miniſters have this peculiar | 


Fate, That as they have the Honour of other 


Mens Crimes; nothing is mbre certain than that 
neither the one or the other, in thoſe high Sta- 

— ons, can ad withour the Agency and Councils 
of ſuch Sceonds who, as they, ought to ſhare in the Glory: Sd 
Bey have oftentimes ſuch Influence in the Conduct of Affairs, 
and are ſo far Maſters of the Schemes and Councils of the 


Mens Merit, ſo they bear the Guilt of other 


. 99 


whole, that they cannot be clear of the Blame where Milcar« 2 g 


riages in Management are to be accounted for. 


Well, but if be that lately bore the White-Staff is Terch of ſome 1 


+ Miſcarriages, let him not be quite caſt down, becauſe as a late learn- 


ed and moſt judicious Author Writer. It has been always the diftin- 
gui ſbing Cbaracter of the now prveailing Party, that they love Mer- 
Cy an well as Liberty ; that they abhor Cruelty and Perſecution ; that 
they are never for ſpilling of Blood, but that of their Popiſh and 
French Enemies ; and in fair Battle. TY 


Hiſtory is fruitful in Examples of this kind. and as it would _ 
be to no purpoſe, ſo ir would be redious to thole who ſhall read © 


this Tract to enter into a Detail of Precedents. They who 


look into the Accounts of the moſt recent Tranſactions of Court. 


will find a Cardinal Richlien ſupplanting his Benefactreſs, and 


. Mary de Medicis, Queen hier of Sraxcd al der Con 5 9 


nement, removing her from the Regency and Adminiſtration 
who had advanc d him into the very Poſt, which gave him the 


Power and Advantage of uſing her ſo : Thomas Becker, Archbi- 
ſhop of Canterbury, did the like even to the King that advanc'd 


him; and another Archbiſhop, ſince that, ſupplanted the very 
Inſtrument who brought him into Favour. F 
As, and of late ſee the poor deluded Multitudes, whom they fo ſt 


blinded with a ſham Pretence of the Church, and the ſtarving 2 NT | 


leſs Fry who fell in with them for Bread, are Objects of Pity, and not 
of Reſentm̃ent. . YO 


what End, and in what manner the Mines of State have been 


blown up, and the Milchief prevented, will be ſeen with great 
Clearneſs in the following Hiſtory. | 1 
| e J 1 2 


4 " 


ow theſe things have been acted, from, what Principle, to 


— * 


4 


4 
Anu as for the Managers themſelves of lat 
ef ebe Grand Attiatice, to beg a Peace 

, | . N 8 — \ F Py. - N. 


ne as if Fate had attended that iniſtry, and that che Reb 
lutions of the Adminiſtrations were inevitable, it is oblcryable 
they committed more Miſtakes in their Attempts even to defend 
themſelves. and ward off the Blow, than at any time before; 
thele were ſuch as the Proſecution of Dr. Sacheverel for a Ser- 
mon preach'd at St. Paus. Church, which by carrying their Re- 
em ment up to an Impeachment in Parliament, they made a 
popular Cauſe, and which receiv'd ſo much 1 From rhe 
Warmth of the Proſecution, and Vigour of the Defence, that 
it remov'drhe Diſppre from the Perlon ro the Parties, embark'd 
the Church and its Intereſt in rhe Quarrel, and brought the Mi- 
niſtry, without any ſuch Deſign, to a Neceſſity of acting as it 


they broke the Treaty 


* 


8 4 
i. 


en wi AE 


were againſt the Church Intereſt itſelf, which they all were 


Members of. 


And now, God be eng we need not fear an harm to befal * a 


our Religion and Liberty, ſince we are aſſur'd we haue a King, whaſe 
Heart 15 entirely Engliſh, in the genuine Senſe of the Phraſe. 
When this Sermon was firſt Preach'd, tho' it gave Offence, 
Jet no Man ever expected the Miniſtry would trouble them- 
loelves about it; when they began to ſpeak of it in the Houle of 
Commons, nothing could be expected more, than calling the 
Man before them, keeping him a little in Cuſtody, bringing 
him to the Bar, giving him a Reprimand, cenſuring his Ser- 


mon to be burnt by the Hangman, Sc. Bur the Enemies of 


the Miniſtry ſeeing farther than orhers, were the firſt. that laid 
the Bait to bring it up to an Impeachment, by which means 
they gain the Poinr they had long driven at, viz. ro embroil 
the Miniſtry with the Church, at which Gap they broke in up- 
on the Miniftry, {upplanred them wich the Queen, whoſe Zeal 
for the Church could nor permit Her Majeſty to grarify the 

Reſentment of Her Miniſters upon a Clergyman, and from one 
Thang to another they went on till they gain'd their End, and 

gat a Superſedeas to the White-Sraff, as the firſt Step to a gene- 
ral change of the Adminiſtration, and at this Epocha, our Se- 
cret Hiſtory takes its beginning. 

But now inſtead of a Sermon, lately comes eut The Secrer 
Hittory of the White-Staff, written by De Foe, as is to be ſeen by 
his abundance of Wards, falſe Thoughts, and falſe Engliſh, The 
; Man who ſet him to Work, paid him a Penſi on during all the Time 

of his Management, tho be had helpt to ſet him in the Pillary ſeven 
or eight Vears before. | 


4 nis ſecret Fire they neglected ar firſt, and Impolitickly ſuf- 


fer d fo long to encreaſe, til it broke out into a Flame which 


They could never quench, and continuing obſtinately ro oppole 


the reſtoring that one Miniſter, on Preſumption, Thar the 
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Queen 
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the Affair o 


the indiſcretion of many yet relerved ! the 
eceſſity by degrees to the Extreme which we have ſince ſeen & 


een would not venture to act without them by this Mea- 
85 they loſt the Queen Herſelf. and by Conſequence, fell 
from the Adminiſtration, and were ſupplanted by that Hand 


which they had not thought worth their while to apprehend any 


Danger. 3 2 f | | 
Dow' talk of Danger; Imwiſh we had had 4 little more of the® 
Secret Hiſtory of the White Staff, from his Chamber in the Tem- 
ple to his Palace in York-Buildings, - . 


The White-Staff being laid down, was, for the preſent de- 


termined into five Mhite-Stades, of whom the Perſon for whom 

Fate had Goon it, was not made the Chief ar firſt, but had 

of the Exchequer ſo pur into his Hands, that in ef- 

fect, he might Tranſact I with more Inſpection 

But I have heard it often {aid by Perſons. whom the Staff knows ve- 

ry well, could tell as much of him as: any ' $09, that he 13, by no 

means, the Conjurer he pretends to be ; and. thathis Talent rather 
conſiſt in daring to do, than knowing t0 de 1 


or were the New Miniſtry reſolved only 0 go on upon 
the ſame Meaſures of the Adminiſtration, but even with the 


ſame Perſons, a few excepted, had not the vigorous Oppoſition 
made un them, by the Intereſt of thoſe who were actually 
diſplac d, made ir abſolutely neceſſary to diſplace others, and 

| 4 in Place, encreaſed the 


roughr ro, 


Therefore this worthy Gentleman ſhould have been ſo inſt to bimſelf 


and his Readers, as.to have repreſented in what a happy Condition 
Aﬀairs were when be ſet about embroiling them by bis Cabals and 
mean Arts, K 5 3 15 
This made the Breach irrbconcilable, the diſplaced N 
ſne wed the uttermoſt Re ſentment. declared rhemlelves dif. 
opiiged to the higheſt, repreſented the Miniſtry as the Nations 

emies upon all occaſions, and left no Stane unturn'd by in- 
flaming the People againſt them, running down the. Credit, 
expoſing them as Friends to the French PS and every 
thing that was bas. „ a a 
Nom of be had begun his Secret Hiſtory, with this Matter, ſome- 
_—_ might have been expected from his Repentance and R:morje. | 
Ihe White-Staff, which is the Clue we are to trace in this 
Secret Hiſtory, Was now given into the Hand, which, as was 


mention'd before, had been treated with ſo much Impolitick 


Contempt, and the Prime Miniſtry put upon that Head, which 


altho they always found capable, yer they never ſuffer d them- 


ſelves to think be could have gotten rhe ſtart of them as the 
found he had; the Attempt made upon his Life by a Murder- 
er, was ſo horrid, that even thoſe who would not have been 
ſorry to ſee his Fall, yet were farisfied to lee him eſcape ſuch 


a Tragical Attempt; and as the Miſchief haſtened his Advance- 
„„ 1 5 r 8 : rr 5 
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of Jacobites, Enemies to the 


. 5 nd 


. "1 CSI | 
ment on the Queen's fide, ſo ir abated ſomething of the Re: 
ſentment on the other, and ſome had Hopes, that a Reconcilia- 
tion, at leaſt of Meaſures, if not of Perſons, might have been 
brought upon that occaſion. | 

But here 1 cannot belp obſerving how he, or his Sribe, ſtumbles 
at the Threſhold ; how they diſcover their Stupidity and Ignorance, 


in telling the World out of bis Hiſtories of one Cardinal Miniſter, 


employ'd by a Queen, who ſupplanted his Benefafreſs, and remov'd 
ber from the Regency, and an Areh-biſhop who did #8 lik: by 4 


ing. 

By theſe and ſuch like Acts, and with the Addition of ſome 
unhappy Practices, the Breach grew every Day wider; and 
all Reconciliation of Parties and Meaſures being laid aſide, the 


Party War grew up to that extravagant height, as the like has 


not been known in theſe Nations ſince the Civil War; for at 
the Revolution Things came ſooner to a Head. | 
"Twas a great Miftake for the old Miniſtry to Proſccute Dr. 
Sacheverell. | 2 
For Example. In the Affair of the Catalans, where the Sug- 
geſtion was very ſtrong of having abandon d a faithful People, 
who we had drawn into a terrible War to the Ruine of their 
Country; and that we had left them without raking ſufficient 


re of them to preſerve them from the Reſentment of the 


King of Spain, and had not concern'd our ſelves to obtain 

Peace and Safety for them, or to oblige rhe King of Spain to 

treat them as the reſt of the Subjects. | 
Here this dextrous cunneng Politician opening his Heart with as 


much Simplicity as his Brother could have done. aſſures um, That 


the Faction trickt us out of all the Bleſſings which would have at- 


tended a Glorious Peace, purely by uſing the Name of tbe Chureb. 


Thar nevertheleſs the Queen, or, to ſpeak in their own 
Terms, che Miniſtry had nor fail'd ro make ſuch preſſing In- 
ſtances, both at the Spaniſh Court and at the French, for the 

ranting Peace and reaſonable Privileges to the Catalans, that 
it was confeſs d more could not have bcen done; and that the 
Catalans were ſo reſolute againſt all Propoſals of Accommoda- 
tion, and inſiſted upon ſuch Grants, that no Sovereign could be 
ſuppos d to ſtoop to. | | 

Staff having put himſelf at the Head of the Faction, and call d 
himſelf in many Pages The Prime Minifter, pleads Guilty to the 
general Charge. : 


The nexr Thing was a Complaint of diftriburing Penfions a- 


mong certain of rhe Highland- Clans in Scotland, which by rhoſe 
firſt, who either were willing to conceal what they knew, or 
really knew no better, was ſuggeſted to be a ſecret ſupporting 

Coication, and open Favourers 
of the Pretender; ar length this Charge went among the com- 


Propty 


% a * 


mon People, and was, for ſome time, taken as undeniable 


B 


Proof that the Prime Minifter had a ſecret Correſpondence 
with, and paid conſiderable Sums of Money to, the Heads f 
the Highlanders in Scotland, who were known-ro be in the In- 
tereſt of the French and of the Pretender. Ar laſt this was ri- 
pen d up to the Charge, and was brought into Examination in 
the Houſe of Peers. TS £3 

If you'll give Credit to him, he did not intend to remove any 
more of the old Miniſters than was of abſolute Neceſſity, nor Diſ- 
ſolve the Parliament, and put an end to the Myr. | 

Thus, as above, the very Attacks made upon the Prime Mi- 
niſter rurn'd all into Victories ; every one of which fortify d his 
| Intereſt, and made him 1 than before. There are ma- 


ne ny more Caſes which iſſued like theſe ro his Advantage, fo that 
ad the other People began ro ſee there was no more room left to 
he expect — againſt him, and nothing but the Life of the 
as Queen, which ſeem'd many times to be in Danger, gave them 
ar amy Proſpect of overthrowing the White-Sraff. | 
| : Thus it appears that they were no more concern'd for the Nation in 
ry YT Temporal Matters, then for the Church in Spiritual. | y 
ö The Staff had hitherto proceeded with a ſteady Reſolution to 
. maintain the Authority and Power he poſſeſs d, and had, as be- 


. fore, ſucceſsfully fruſtrated and diſappointed all the Meaſures 
r of thoſe who would have overthrown and pull'd him down: 
t But it was apparent that Victory being obtain d, he had no far- 
cher Schemes of Oppoſition to perſue, chat ir was not in his De- 
fign to cruſh and ruin the Perſons he ſtruggled with, or to erect 
| any Dominion over them as Britains; that he had no State-Ty- 
ranny to erect, no Secret Deſigns to betray the Conſtitution, 
and this * introduc'd a War between him and thoſe who, 
to outward ce, were in the ſame Intereſt with him. 
which at laſt broke out into a Flame, which produc'd unlock d 
| He. Events, which will be part of the Subject of the reſt of this 
| Though every Word he tells us of bis being in Her Majeſty's Fas 
vour, is an Afﬀront to Her Memory; yet we ſhall leave it to himſelf 
to make it out, and excuſe it & well he can, and not trouble our 
ſelves whether it be true or falſe, only enquire into his Merit, to ſee 
bow Worthy it was of it. bas | 
In _— the general Diviſion of Parties were known 
not by Tory and Whig, as formerly, bur by. New Miniftry and 
Old. Bur yet among thoſe who were eſteem d Friends to the 
new Miniſtry, there were ſeveral ſubdivided Parties of People 
who acted with different Views, and on different Principles 
from the White-Staff himſelf, and two of theſe only be 
„ e IS. 1 15 e of bimbof, tel pure 
taff enjoying his Hirling to himſelf, tells us with equal 
Modeſty — Dab, that the old Mambo, knew they were 3 to 
lan plam him on the Favour of the Queen, or prevent Her Majefſl | 
x g'vwmg | 


—— 


giving bim diſtingulſping Marbr f that Favins even Vifort thity 
FACES. — 7 4 d CLF ©: Nan! 2 dv 40s '7 a 
Fir. A Party who being really Jacobites im their Printipres, Watt 
went with the Miniſtry in hopes of finding an Opportunity, out kn 
of the general Diſtractions, to produce fomerhing to the Ad- Tos 
vantage of that Party they adher d to, and to promote the In. MW" 
tereſt of the Pretender. Pothare they might be fo far impos d Fe 
upon, as to believe that the Deſign of altering rhe Succeſſion 
was entertainꝰd by the Managers with whom they acted, tho' it V 
was very ſtrange Men of any Senſe could be ſo weak. Nor ſo 
was it an impolitick Step, if any Methods were taken to nou- ch 
riſh their Folly in that Opinion, while at the ſame time ir flot al 
only engag'd them heartily in the Meaſures of the Miniſtry, * 
but effectually took them off from all their Jacobite Projects, It 
and from all their Foreign Intereſts and Expectations, and rurn- | I 
ed their Hands and Eyes to a fooliſh Expectation, in which had MY " 
they had the leaſt fore-fighr, they could not bur fee they were 
drop d in the beginning, and muſt effectually be diſappointed in | 
i$j the end. Indeed nothing could ba more abſurd than this Phan- . 
* rom of rhe Facobites, of believing rhe White-S: aff was in their | 
Intereſt, and by _ made to entertain that Dream, the ; 
1 ham-ftring'd their Cauſe, and ſuffet'd themſelves, both with! | 
4 Doors and without, to be made the Inſtruments and Agents to 
; | make that impoſſible, which they fancy'd they were bringing to 


| ls. | 
| | — The other Party who acted in concurrence with the 
i hin- Staff, were a ſer of High, Hor, out of Temper Politt- 
cilans, whoſe View was within themſelves, and who acting Up- 
on Principles of abſolure Government, prfh'd ar eſtabliſhing 
their Party in a Power or Capacity of Governing by the Se- 
veriry of the Law, ro ſay no farther. ©, © 
| A very likeh Story this, or that Her Mijefly would give Ear to 
„ him in Private, after what Sbe was pleas d to tell the Lords ini Pub- 
8 lick; for when the Houſe of Lords made an Addreſs to Her Majeſty, 
upon the Diſcovery of Greg's Treaſon, Her Majefty wa 83.98 
pleas'd to iuſer, That this very Man's Example would be 4 
ſufficient Warning to keep all Matters of 2 Secret, and 
to employ ſuch only as there ſhould be Grounds to belitye - 
would be farrhifululn. FE 
Theſe Men, in the 1 of the Change, of which 18 
Account is given above, began to ſhew chemfelves, and puſſi d 
hard at the Myhite- Staff, ro introduce the Tyrannical part, which 
| they always profeſſed, into his Admitirftratibn ; and to ſhew 
that they were able to inffuer ce Things by their Numbers, and 
to — 5 him to it, if they could not otherwiſe prevail; ro thits 
purpoſe they ſeparated rhemfelves early from he New Mita, 
{er up for themſelves, obtained a Title by way of Dignity,” 
well as of Dictinction, of the October Chy 
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act upon Schemes of cheir own ; bur the 17%1re-Sraff, who 


Eknew chat theſe Precipitations rended to Ruin, nor the Conſti- 


tution only, but themſelves; ſoon found our Merhods to untie 
this Knot, and by ſilent, quiet Steps, in a little time, he fo ef- 
fectually ſeparated theſe Gentlemen, that in leſs than Six 
Months, rhe Name of the October Club was forgotten in the 
World, as if ſuch a thing had never been heard of; nay, with 
ſo much Addreſs was this Attempt overthrown; that he loft not 
the Men, tho! he put them by their Deſign, but united them 
again, in proſecuting the Meaſures which he had laid down, 
and giving up their own: This was a Victory of great Mo- 
ment to the White-Seaff, and without which he had loft the 
Day to the diſplac'd Party in the other Engagements, of which 
mention is made before. ? 

It Vj likely, that after ſuch ſufficient Warning, he ſhould be ad- 
mitted into the deepeſt Arcana's of State, and truſted with Things 
which the Miniſtry themſelves were not iruſted with. | 

Having thus ſtified the firſt Attack of theſe Men, the Mite- 
Staff went on in his Adminiſtration, with rhe Succeſs above- 
mention d; and about the latter end of the lat Seſſion of Par- 
liamenr, cope thought he had maſter'd all the Difficulties that 
were before him; but che violent Spirit of thele Men found 
him a new ſtruggle. 10 2 

We all remember what a Buſtle was made upon Guiſcard's Attempt, 


and how the Examiner, whom the Staff ſet to Work, had Wages of 
two or three Hundred a Near paid him. 


_ .__ Theſe were the Topicks theſe Politicians went upon, and 


Night and Day they beſieged the Mhite-Staff with their Impor- 
tunities on this Head, who, ſtill reſolving to act only upon 
the Defenſive, and not to ruin the Perſons of the other, though 
he had broken them as a Party, remain 'd inflexible ; he tod 
them, they were to Content themſelves with reducing the 
Power of their Oppoſers, without turning Oppreſſors; Thar ic 
was his Buſineſs ro baffle their Attempts, who endeavour'd to 
overthrow the Conſtitution was the way to preſerve the Go- 


vernment; That they Fought to Conquer, but Conquer'd to 


Save; That they were to conſider the Whigs as a part of the 
Queen's Subjects, who, tho they were to be reſtrain'd, were 
not to be oppreſs d, much leſs to be deſtroy d; That they ſtrug- 
1 wich the oppoſire Party ro keep tbem from err 
ur were not ro Tyrannize in their ſtead. On rhe other han 

he told them, ir was not their part ro puſh ; that they were 
now I N the Miniſtry, and ought to riſque nothing; rheir Bu- 
fineſs was to preſerve rthemlelves in the Adminiftcarion where 
they were, and be ſatisſied with doing ſo; that it wag the Bu- 
ſineſs of the other to be deſperate, and to run at All, hazard- 
ing every Thing becauſe they had nothing to Stake; Thar the 
Cale of the Miniſtry differ d, who — nothing to wiſh 2 
| | than 
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than they enjoy d, and nothing to ask But to keep their Sta- 
tion. I | > T8 f 7 ud * 

On the other hand, he repreſented to them, that as Temper 
and Forbearance had given them all the Advantages they had 
hitherto gain d; ſo this was the only way to ſecure themſelves 
in thoſe Advantages. That if they Govern'd with Moderation, 
when they had compleatly eftabliſh'd their Power, they ſhould 
river themſelves in the Adn. iniſtration by gaining the Hearts of 
the Pcople ; whereof puſhing their Reſentments by hor and fu- 
rious Methods, would give ſtrength to their Oppoſers, produce 
new Factions and new Parties againſt themſelves, and by rai- 
ſing a general Averſion againſt them among the People, make 
way for their Fall on the firſt popular Fray that ſhould happen, 
at which the Party would not fail to break in upon and over- 
throw them, as they had done by the former Miniſters, on the 
unforeſeen Accident of Dr. Sacheverell's Sermon. | 

He repreſented the Caſe of the Succeſſion to them in lively 
Terms, told them, Thar if by any Meaſures they ſhould once 
give tho People an univerſal Jealouſy, that they were nor 
Friends to the Succeſſion of Hancver, they would not fail to 


{plir on that Rock, and bring upon themſelves the juſt Reſent- 


ment of the whole Nation; That as it was out of doubt, rhar 
no other Succeſſion, bur that of Hanover could be thought of, 
{> they that were of the Miniſtry, ought to give the Princes of 
of that Houſe, and the People here alſo, all poſſible Satisfacti- 
on, that there was no Defign to prejudice that Succeſſion; 
that on the contrary it was their Intereſt to let the Houſe of 
Hane ver ſee that the Miniſtry were entirely in their Intereſt, ſo 
to make themſelves the real ſupport of the Succeflion, and that 
the Houle of Hanover ſhouid ſucceed upon the foot of their 
Adminiſtration. ö | | n 
In order to this, the Mhite-Staff took care to apply himſelf to 
the Court of Hanover, by ſuch Minifters of Truſt as were pro- 
per to ſatisfy the Proteſtant Succeſſors that he was entirely in 
their Intereſt, and that the Queen, notwithſtanding the Cla. 
mour that was raiſed, had not entertained the Deſign to their 
prejudice; to confirm which, her Majeſty was prevailed with 
in Her Letter to the late Princeſs Sophia, That if her Highneſs 
would open berſelf with Freedom to Her Majeſty, and propoſe any 


thing for their further Satisfaction and Security in the matter 


of the Succeſſion, Her Majefty would come into it with Zeal. 


See Her Majeſty's Letter. ä 
And knowing all this, could be not ſuffer his Scriblers, 4s Abel and 


the Examiner, to give ous that the old Miniſtty and the Whigs 
ſet Guilcard to work ? | 


Bur this Diſcourſe had no effet upon theſe Men, unleſs it 
was to help form their Reſolutions againſt all Moderate Mea- 
ſures, and againſt all that oppoſed the Methods of their own 

| Fs bo; Pre- 
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reſcribing ; at which they were ſo fix d and unalterably re- 
olved, that they nor only, refuſed to concert with the White- 
Staff the Meaſures of their future Conduct, bur ſer up to q- 
x e him and underwork him in every thing he went about: 

ot content with this, they began open'y to cenſure his Con- 


duct, charging him with reſerves in his Adminiſtration, and 


with taking Meaſures prejudicial ro the Intereſt in which they 


were all engaged. | 
This was thus far among themſelves only, and Friends were 
not wanting ro endeavour on both ſides an Accommodation, 


but it was inipoſſible; nothing would ſerve their Men, bur 


what was ſo deſtructive to their own, as well as to the pub'ick 
Safety ro the White-Staff could not be brought ro recede from 
his Reſolution, or to purſue the immoderate Steps which he 
found them reſolvd upon. As it was impoſſibie to bring them 
to Terms with one another, ſo was it impoſſible to prevent 
ks +-55 gg going farther, and the Conſequences being made 
publick. | 

This not being to my preſent Purpoſe, I ſoall ſay no more of it; 
only obſerve, That the Man who will bade « Libeller to ſay what he 
knows to be Falſe, not only of à particular Man, but of winnie Bo- 
dies of Men, muſt have 4 Conſcience capable. of every Thing, 

From private Complaints it came to publick Reproaches : 
They give out among their own Fr e ids, That rhe MFnrre-Sraff 
was a Whig in his Heart, That he was breda Fanztick, and 
retain d ꝓill a warm fide to the Diſſenters: That he had hitherto 
acted a Party only, which the High-Church had taken them in 


but as Tools, becauſe the other would not join with him, and 


becauſe he could not carry on his Deſigus without them; That 
having now got into Power, and made himſelf a Mhite-Staff by 
their Intereſt, he had no more to do but to make his Peace with 
tho Whigs at their Expence, and betray thm to ſecure his Re- 
treat. | | 
Theſe Clamourers, tho they gave Vent to their Paſſions, yet 
they did not effectually anſwer their End, unleſs tome Exe mpli- 
fications might be appeal d ro, and ſome Facts be brought upon 
the Stage, which might be convincing ro the World Iwo 
Caſes were either originally contriv'd, or artfully rurn'd, to 
ſerve this Purpoſe, and both were carry'd ro the urmoſt Extent 
upon the White-Staff, ro pur him as it were to the Teſt, and 
bring him to the Touch-ſtone. - 
The - Church-men, who fell in with this New high Party, 
had Iong complain'd of the Liberry which was given, or con- 
nivd at, for the keeping of private Academies, Grammar- 
School and other Schools by the Diſſenters, though a Law was 
in full Force againſt ir. This, as a Grievance to the Church, 
had been often complaln'd of, but never redreſsd: The jun- 
ure lerves ſundry ways. The * are ſerv d by raking 
+4 101 


vain defired, and fo often in vain artempted; The Stare 
are ſerv'd by having an Opportun 
at the N and plunge him into the Difficulry of ex- 
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hold of this Opportunity to obtain whar they had fo 
ity, as they, ſuppoſe, to 


Plaining himlelf one way or other; and a Private View was 
ſerv d of letting the Queen ſee, as they call'd-ir, who were the 
moſt Zea'ons for the Church, which they always knew would 
be very obliging ro Her Majeſty ; rho* he avoided rhe Trap in 
all rhoſe, as we ſhall ſee preſently. l 


This Mine being e d, was ſprung with great Ex- 
—— of Succeſs, the Bill for preventing the Gro 


iim was brought in. Neither the Biſh— who ſollicited it, 


the Pr that cloſed with ir, or the Commoner who nego- 
tiated ir, thought ir poſſible that it could fail in its Execution. 
If the White-Staff oppoſe ir, ſaid they, we have our Point; the 
Queen will ſee that all we have ſaid of him is true, and that 
he is but a Fanatick in Diſguiſe; and it will then be no hard 
matter to incenſe Her Majeſty, who is ſo heartily in the 
Churches Reſentment: But if he joins with it, then he effectu- 
ally and irreconcilably provokes the Diſſenters, ſtri 
of his private Friends, is loſt without a Retreat, and we ſhalt 
eaſily make them hereaſter Inſtruments to deſtroy him. 


What he imputes to his Management cen:res vll in that one Step of 


bis, the Twelve Lords, whom he compliments upon their Creation, 


» telling them, That his own Friends blam'd him for making 
em. | 7 


The Secret of this piece of Management is o well known, 


rhat we have no Apology to make for it, fave that it can hard. 
Iy be call'd a ſecret Hiſtory. That the Schiſm-Bill was a Mine 
dug to blow up the White-Staff, every one that knows any 
thing of publick Matters is not unacquainted; yet even here 


the Staff ſtood his Ground, he was fo well acquainted with 


their Management in all its Steps, and made himſelf ſo effectu- 
ally Maſter of the Plot, even before it broke our, that he baf- 
fled them both ways; for he caſtrated the Bill, took our all the 
malicious and perſecuting Part which the Wild-fire-men, ho 
were firſt in the Deſign, had form'd to ruin Families and op- 
preſs the People, let it paſs with all in it that was really uſeful 
for the Churches Advantage, and yet left it unable to do the 
Miſchief it was defign'd for: Thus the Whire-Staff neither dif- 


cover'd himſelf one way or other, by which meatis the Politi - 
cians were effectually diſappointed, the Arrempr to ſap the 
White-Staff and its Intereſt prov'd abortive, and he yer held 


his hold without receiving any Wound from this Attempt, ex- 
cept that for a while, the Difſenters laid the Blame of that 
Bill, as attack upon the Toleration, at his Door; which as it 
was the Effect of their Ignorance only, ſo they are ſince that 
fully farisfy'd of their Miſtake, „ - 


. The 


himſelf 
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when "they arred from f itiſh Army uy is 
kept our of their Pay, eclar 


F 


Hon, and preve My He Juſtice chat would 


ext W. aliac of this Par d 
FE: 222 2 pai, p Rag, ond by 


their Diſa Troops hel . was Kn Se ayment of the 
Hanover Troops; theſ Tropps s were part of . Body, who, 
— Hers 


Virtue 0 
Grace the Duke of Ormond, That none 5 the Troops, in * 75 
tiſn 1 -21a receive am gab fiſtance after they bad dec lind tg 
obey the Orders of the Britiſh General, It is no part at our Buy 
ſineſs ro ſhew here, why the ſaid Debt ought or ought not to be 
paid; the Minifter of Hanover prefling the Payment of that 
Money, a mention was made in the Houſe of Commons to 
make Proviſion for i ir, the Sum amounted td 65022 J. 8 5. 1 
Now though it does not belong to me to ſay for wp or how 86 
were made ; yet fince Staff owns he was driven to it 1 2 
cannot help to think Abel was more in the Secret L cou 2 
gine — would have ſaffer a him to be. 

The Parry mention d above rook hold of this Article, and, 
as if they had a Feb! Advantage gi 5 m againſt the White« 
9 5 repreſented this as a great Aer to Her Majeſty: That 
it Was a apparent the Fhzize-Sraff was ing 2 his own Game 
at the Court of Hanover: Tir he w 1 os it an ho- 
nourable Embaſſy to be ſent hither, bur ** always kept 
his Kinſman there without any Character, bur as a common 
Meſſenger: That he was org | his Courr prey to che 
Houle of Hanover, and ſought t 85 the Elect bunlelf 
oblig d ro him LS Aff I for 2 ptocuring this Payment. 

ow far che pulh'd this point, not only ſtop the Mo- 
otherwiſe have been 

done to che Mod e of Hanover in that Caſe ; bur prejudiced: the 
Queen in the ny as the Motion had been. a Diſnonour to 
Her, and that the Staff had formed his Intereſt, at Hanover at 


Her wp pooh s Expence ; how far this. was improv d to the Pre- 


judice of the Wir. with His Royal Miſtreſs, I ſhall nor 
enter upon here, Her Majeſty being remqv'd. Bur I. dare. ſay 


no one will think that «84 did the White-Staff — Pre LED in 


ladvan- 
nftant. 


fl 


the Court of Hanover; or chat it will be any, Br 95855 ſear 

rage to him, in the Opi -"ugg of thoſe who 

Friends of the Su on. be JF 9 
Is not Declaration : efore an una. e out on the: 

Twelve Lordſhips to accept of Seats, from a Man who was blam'd by 


tler own Party for giving them to them? 


From this time they ſeem d to gain und upon che White- 

Staff, albeit their A e could 2 ſo much grounded 

his particular Caſe, 4 reproaching the Diſeretion ag 
Well as whe 
Fea 


ice, of ſome Rody — the White-Scaff having 
done no 


1 this, but what became him on {1 leveral AC- 


Counts: Eſpecially in Honong to the Queen, and in . 
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the Court of Hanover, to whom the Money was fairly due, 
and the Publick Faith ftood engag'd for the Payment. 
time, it was a very happy Occafion, ſeeing the Reaſon was this 


and none other, viz. Thar they found him immoveably at- 
rack'd to the Intereſt of the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and inſepara- 


bly engag'd to that of the Illuſtious Houſe of Hanover; Nor 


were the Princes of that Houſe ſo unacquainted with Things 
and Perſons, in the Britiſy Court, as to be Ignorant of it. 

As for how he behav'd himſelf to any Body, we have nothing to 
Jay to that; but let the Reader judge for himſelf how the Do- 
zen Peers were Treated by their Makers, for whom he made an Ie 
tereſt to come to that Honour, as above binted. 


The appearing for the Hanover Intereſt, at that time, whs al- 


ſoa moſt ſeaſonable Aid to rhe Intereſt it {elf ; For at this time 
the Nation, whether with or without Cauſe, was exceedingly 
allarm'd with Apprehenſions, not only of rhe Preparations aad 
formidable Strength of the Pretender, but allo of ſome ſecret 
Defigns among great Perſons, for the propagating his Intereſt in 
theſe Kingdoms; and however, we will hope none of the Mi- 
niſtry could be capable of ſo directly oppoſing the Intereſt of 
their Country, yet it is well known that the People, who ſpread 
the ſe Reports, were not at all backward in declaring, that they 
believ d the Miniſtry themſelves were guilty of thoſe Deſigns. 

Iwill not diſhonour the Sence and Underſtanding of any 
Member of the Miniſtry ſo far as to believe any thing of it, or 


to ſay that there was a ſufficient Foundation for ſuch a Charge: 


They had too much Knowledge of the Nature and Efficacy of 
Parliamentary Proviſion, made for the imediate Succeſſion of 
the Houſe of Hanover, to think the Intereſt of the Pretender 
could ever be made Practicable; and too much Regard to their 


| own Heads to riſque them on ſo Impracticable a Deſign. But 


the matter of Fact lay here, there are many real Jacobites among 
the People, whom, as things ſtood, they cared not to diſoblige; 
and that this reftrain'd them from declaring in Favonr of the 
Houſe of Hanover, ſo clearly as otherwile they might have done, 
leaſt the other ſhould break in upon them, when divided from 
their Friends. 

The Staff has alſo 4 Flirt ar the Occaſional Bill, which he voted 


for them, and condemns now. A rare Inſtance of the ſincerity of his 


Action:. 


Bur the Mhite- Staff was of another Opinion: For he having, 
as before, conquer d the Diſplacd Party, and carried his Point 
o far, as that he was out of Fear of any farther Attempt from 
them, he thought they could no longer deny giving the Natioa 


2 full and ample Declaration of their being fincerely embark'd 
in the Intereſt of the Hanover Succefiion, and that there was 
no Danger of the Prerender from the Miniſtry. He took this 


The Mhite-Staff ſunk in the Eſteem of any Body from that 


not 


„ . „ 


0 


ſelf. 


e 


not only to be a Juſtice. due to the People; but alſo the true 
Intereſt of his Royal Miſtreſs, and of the Adminiſtration alſo, 
to whom, eſpecially ro the Queen, it was abſolutely neceſſary 
to quiet the Minds of Her People, and make all Her Subjects 
eaſy in ſo important an Affair, as that of the Pretender. 
Perhaps it might be ſome Motive to this, that the Mhite- 
Staff thought it hard to be continually reproachd, with being 
in the Intereſt of the Pretender, and was impatient to vindicate 
himſelf from a Charge which he lay under, meerly by waiting 
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Daniel De Foe's Speech on the Staffs Triumph, ſnews what 


Sparks his Party are. 


And it cannot but be a little obſervable here, How the Diſs 
placed Party mal-treated the White. Staff all this while, as being 
embark'd with the Pretender, and that chis ae Was, 
at the ſame time, undermining him, becauſe of his being ſe- 
cretly at work for, and engag d in the Intereſt of the Elector of 
Hanover; how theſe Contraries agreed, remain'd for this Secret 
Hiſtory to diſcover, Che 
It was now high time for the White-Staff ro be in earneſt to 
himfelf ; His own Preſervation, a thing he had not always 
liſten d much ro, call'd upon him to draw out a Party, who 
were reſolute to precipi are themſelves, and the publick Affairs, 
into inextricable Labyrinths. Nor was this all. But as the 
Succeſs of all their Deſigns was to be their own Advantage, ſv 
was the Miſcarriages to be all ta his Expence : For the Mhite- 
taff being ſuppos'd to be at the Head of all Affairs, the Odi- 
um of every falſe Step was ſure to be laid there, the popular 
Hatred was certain to certain to center there, and he was like 


to be charg'd with the very Miſtakes, which be had openly and 


avowedly oppoſed.. | ; 

By putting the Coronet on Twelve Heads at once is ſo ftrange, that 
this was never thought of neither by Buckingham, by Strafford, % 
Clarendon, by Danby, by Jefferies, and none of the glorious Primes 
his Predeceſſors.. | 3 | 

Nor was this come to a contemptible height; For as the 


Conduct of theſe Men gave daily Uneaſineſs ro the People, 


and the Charge of the Miniſtry being in the Intereſt of the 
Pretender, became very popular. It was not without Ground, 
that the White-ſtaff carried it with a ſteady unconcern d Com- 
poſure all this while, but he could not be inſenſible of whac. 
the Follies of theſe Men rended to, and how all the Relent- 
ſentment due to their Conduct was pointed at him. 

One would have hop d to have had a Nord er two in lis Behalf, 


n Account of the Peace: but that's ſunk,as a Trifle, not wort“ nen- 


tioni xz. 
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foning, tbo our Trade and Safety were finking with it ; and the fir 
Thing he makes an Excuſe for Abroad is, for Halben Calin 

While this was his Caſe, the Faction, fot theſe above all the 
ſeveral Diviſions, beſt deſerve the Name, went on to ſupplant 
and undermine him, which his Royal Miſtreſs repreſenting 
him, as acting with any thing till _ ſaw ir done; that even 
the Privy-Council it telf met only for Form- ſake, and rather 
to approve and ſet their Hands to what was already done, than 
to adviſe what was already done, than to adviſe what was pro- 
per to do. That he govern'd all things with ſuch an abſolute 
Aurhority, and carried it in ſo ſuperior manner, that it was be- 
come in ſupportable to all the reſt of che Miniſtry, who were 


only us d bur as Copying- Clerks to his Negociations, and treat- 


ed like Servants rather than Members who were entruſted by 
the Sovereign with the fame Adminiſtration: Io the ſum of 
all ths was, That as the Succeſs of all his Management was, in 
a great Meaſure, owing to his being Maſter of his own Mea- 
ſures, and he ſaw great Reaſon not to put his Schemes in ſome 
hands, who were mighty importunate to be truſted. They leſs 
regarding the publick Good, than rhe gratifying the Vanity of 
being employ'd, took an Offence even where they ought, had 
they been in the ſame Poft, to have acted in the ſame manner, 
or have been expos d to the Cenſure of the whole World, for 
Men who were not equal to their own Meaſures. 

Let the Reader ran ouer the Letters from the Government and 
Mzsltary Arm of Catalonia upon the Submiſſion of that Province to 
the Confederate Powers, and ſee whether they expected nothing from 
2 but the Privileges they enjoy'd under Charles the Seccnd. 


How it came to paſs that theſe Inſin uations prevail'd ſo far 


with his Royal Miſtreſs, or that the White-ſtaff began ro be 
made unealy there, where all the World believ'd. his Intereſt 
ſo firm, as not to be ſhaken by any Arts or Contrivances what- 
ſoever. How I ſay, or by what Treachery of Inſtruments this 
was brought about, 1s a Secret that ought ſtill to remain ſo, 
Her Majeſty baving been ſo ſnarch'd away from the head of 
Affairs: But it was plain to many Obſervers, That the Queen 
began even in two Days, io ſee that Her Goodneſs was im- 
pos d upon: This is evident, in that the Whzre-ſtaff, having in 
a while after this, ſhifred Hands, it was fix'd by the Royal 
Direction, in Hands as different from their Views who ob- 
rain'd it to be removed as it was before, and as unexpected 
and ſurpriſing to the People we are ſpeaking of, as a Clap of 
Cbrimas Thunder to a Female Soothſayer. 

Staff's Hiſtorian, to excuſe his deſerting the Catalans, now buried 
under the Runes of Batcelona, once the faireſt City of Spain, ſays, 
= left them in the Emperor's Hands, whoſe Subjects they thoſe to 
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by the 1 leaſt we follow Truth too cloſe at the 

Heels, and o ; 

Men, before they are diſpoſſeſs'd of the Power to reſent ir. 
But what henift 

ro his cheriſbing and truſting the moſt profeſs'd Jacobites in Scot- 


aud Employs ?- 


their ſecret Intelligences inform'd them, that by chis m. ans 
| ſoon broke thro thoſe little things call'd Obligations; forger- 
ſupported againſt all the Attempts of a Party, which, had che; 


and Contempt, even with one of their Fingers. 


them the moſt active and bufie in his intended Invaſion: 5 
= But the glittering Hopes of — the into their 
is Poſſeſſion, and the eager Deſires of having an Opportunity 
15 thereby, to put in Execution thoſe wicked Deſigns, which had 
; been long ſeated in their Imagination, and which they knew, 
Ir by many Demonſtrations, the Staff would never give way to; 
44 theſe Things, I tay, prevail'd with them co trample under their 
{t Feer the: Honour * Duty of Servants to the Queen, and the 
4 Principles of Reſpect and Gratitude to that fuperior Genius, 
5 who had formerly ſery'd and obliged them in the higheſt De- 
, | gree ; and which was yet worſe, to quit all chat Regard, which 
f as Miniſters of State, they owed to the publick Good, and the 
a Peace of their Country, which they well enough knew was 
4 centred in that one Capital Article of rhe Conſtitution, vi. 
] The Proteſtant Succefdion. + © | 48 „ 
ä I, can never be ſufficiently lamented by every true Subject 
J of Britain, How far the Honour, Dignity and Reputation of 
F the Queen, became a Sacrifice in the Hands of theſe Men; 
| How far rhey abandon'd the Regard which in Duty they owed 
; to their Sovereign's Veraciry, How far they expoled that Sin- 
_  Cerity, which every one that knew intimately the Queens 
'» Conduct, knew Her Majeſty acted with in every thing She 
8 did ; I ſay, How they expoſed. it ro common Cenſure and. 
how the Enemies of the Government took Occaſion, from their 
. Conduct, to ſuggeſt, Thar the _— Herſelt had private Ave: - 


& 


Bur as the preſent Hiſtory relates much to rhis Remove, ſo 
whatever is not proper to be menrion'd muſt remain to be ſeei 


n the Diſaſter of touching the Follies of ſome © 
Staff. giving Money to the poor Highlanders, 
land, ebe ſending for them to London, and giving them Penſions 
Tha Female Buz which had, for many Years paſt, too : 
much Influence in publick Management began now to work 
and Men of State thought fir ro-plough with the Heifers of 
the Court. It marrer'd not how far Honour and Gratitude . 
blig'd them ro have acted upon other Principles, when once 1 
they had a fair View of bringing their Defigns ro paſs. hey 
ting who raiſed them, and by whoſe Conduct they had becn 
ſtood alone, would have cruſh'd them into Attoms of Diſgrace. | 


"There is hardly one of his laſt Sixteen Pi, but is mention'd | 
in the Scots Memoirs, as 4 Friend to the Pretender, and many of © 
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ſions to the Preteſtant Succeſſor, a warm Side to the Prerender; 


and that She wasecurred into Meaſures fot the larrer againſt the 


former. r. 


What a Stir was there made; what Advertiſements, and whet 
ſuborning of Evidence when the Lord Mahon kill'di Duks Hamil. 


ton in a Duel? | 


Bur they had Fore- ſight euough to perceive that things were 
nor ripe enough for Execution That they could nat declare 
themſelves upon, the main Point till ſome: Obſtacles were re- 
mov' d. The firſt and moſt dangerous of theſe was the Mbite- 
Staff; They had in vain taken all the ways poſſible, nor to try 
whether he was in the Deſign or no, for that thev knew he 
WAS NOT; but if poſſible to bring him over to it. Bur find- 
ing him not only inflexible, bur that he was, on all Occaſions, 
making Advances in the Intereft of the Hanover Succeſſion, and. 
that if he went on, he would nor only forrify the Inclination of 
che Qneen againſt their Attempts, but do ſome publick Thing 
that would render the Succeſſion Impregnable, paſt the Power 
of their Party to ſhake it, and out of Danger of being altered, 


whether the Queen ſhould live or dye: This being their Cafe, 


they reſolv'd ro nova Stop to all the Advances they were making 
| a bettet Opportunity, and in the mean time 


in this Affair, till a be 
to apply their whole Intereſt and Cunning to remove the Staff, 


diſpoſſels him of the Power he poſſeſſed, and if poſſible ar. 


the Favour of the Queen. 


The Staff muſt knom us to be in a very greas Security, when be fuf- 
Fer d the Scots Clans to grow ſo inſolent as to threaten to take French 


Money, if he did net give them Engliſh, and yet did he put their 
Chiefs in Places of the greateſt Truſt. | Fm 


It was matter of Surprize to. all People, who know more 
of things than what was to be ſeen without Docrs, .-r0 find a 
ſudden Breach among the Managers of publick Affairs, and the 
Miniſtry divided into Two Parties. he Whigs were lo far 
from entering into the Notion of it, that their firſt Opinions / 


of it amounted: to no more than this, That it was all a Erin: 
or a Bite, as they call'd it, and chat it was a concerted ſtate Jug- 


gle between the Courtiers, to carry on {ame Deſign which the 

Staff had in hand. r tt! bps” 
By a Majority, jumbled up of Dozens and Sixteens, the Staff ſays, « * 

The very Attack made upon the Prime Miniſter, turn al into 


JV ctories. * 


Hy degrees theſe Things began to convince People. that the 
Thing was no Jeſt, Thar there was an Intereſt forming againſt: 
the Staff and that it was not without lome probability that it was 
likely ro be powerful enough to prevail. 70 f. . 
21 doubt not he remembers with Terror how be 5 by 1 
4 Majority of two or three more then once, and bas often uedivaney: ' 
the fatal Conſequenceof lofing it but by a Vote, 1 


I. ſhall take Further Notice of them hereafter. 


Al this while, Seaff, who ſeem d gnconcern'd at all their 


" ” = - * 


Meaſures, was too vigilant not to penetrate into their Deſigns; 
and being ful y Maſter, not only of what, 1 they Vere ta- 
king againſt himlelf, but of whar they aim'd at beyond him, 
and why they found it neceſſary firſt to remove him, was not 


jo much wanting to his Royal Miſtreſs, as not to lay before 


Her the whole Project. RY 85 
: | Lraff been telling 1s ſine Stories of ; his Triumphs 
at Home, without mentioning one Word of his Viory Abroad, in 
confounding the Confederacy ;. not a Syllable of the Peace is in hit 


AIl this while bas 


whole Hiſtory, . | 5 TIES. 

It needs not that Tſhould enter here upon a Diſcoutſe of the 
Duty of States-men, and how. they ought to think themſelves 
obliged always to regard the Intereſt and Safety of their Conn- 
try; to make it ſuperior in their Aims to the moſt Advantagi- 
ous Proſpects, or the greateſt of their Deſigns, and in, Caſes of 
Neceſſiry to ſacrifice their Ambition, and even their.Lawful 
Hopes to the Publick Good ; or that, having Philolophis d up- 
on this Subject I ſhould enter by way of Panegyrick to {er 
down how far the Conduct of the Staff appears ro have been 


grounded upon this juft Principle; I am nor ar Leiſure nw 


to do the Perſonal Character of the Staß the Juſtice theſe 
Things call for; Poſteriry will acknowledge it to him when, 


if the Facts being but 2 ſtated, they thall ſee how much 


they owe to this particular Tranſaction, the effectual Difap- 
pointment of all the Schemes which were then laid for the Ruin 


of our Liberties, Religion and Conſtitution. 


HI were to draw the Preamble againſt the Manager of that 
bleſſed Buftneſs, T ſpuld Paint them all in their own Colmers ; but 

There was nothing ſo malicious and unjuſt as the Infinuari- 
ons, which rhe Agents of this Faction made upon the Occaſion 
afhreſaid; not failing ro reprelenr every _ as much ro the 
Diſadvanrage of the Staff as it was poſſible; ſuggeſting chat he 
exercised his Power with the fame, or a greater arbitrary 
Haughtineſs than that which he had aledg'd upon his Prede- 
ceſſor. That while he prerended the preſerving Liberty, he 


himſelf acted with unſufferable Tyranny. Thar not content 


to exerciſe this Temper towards the Suhject' he now began to, 


oppoſe himſelf to rhe Queen alſo ; ro diſpute Her Majeſty's 


Commands and to obſtruct Her Favours, if he found them di- 


rected to Perſons who he thought fir to pique in private Matters, 


That in publick Affairs, he carried on an Intereſt with the 
Toe of Hanover, diſhonourable to, becauſe without the Know- 
e 
in 


good Graces of the Succeſſor at Her Majeſty's Experce 


and a the Expence of the Honour of the Throne, and the 


like. 


- 
. 


. of Her Majeſty; That he E to eſtabliſn himſelf 
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yet with an undepreſs'd Gallantry of 1 — than the Sea 


bis Receſs from the Dignity he had ſo ſucceſsfully enjoy 
I have heard was in Terms ſomething like what follows. 


Her Deßre of 
Her Majeſt)'s ſettlid Reſalut ion to preſerve the Succeſſion as it was eſta bliſb d 


20 — RANT 


* 


Paragrs bs will at preſent ſavor in 
of. a thouſand Arguments. pau eee 


The ſaid Faction having thus an uninterrupted Freedom of 


acting, it was no hard matter to carry on their Scheme, and as 
they improv d the Occaſion with the greateſt Diligence, it was 


not long before they found means to ler the Staff know, that it 


would be taken kindly if he would reſign. But the $:4ff reſolv- 
Ing to put them upon more openly diſcovering themſelves, wait- 
W 


as tho he had not underſtood thoſe Hints, continued to 


execute the Dury of his place with all the Tranquility and 
- Compolure of Mind, as if he had not the leaſt Norion of being 
| remoy'd, and thereby oblig'd them to go nearer the forcible 


Point than they defign'd ro do. | | 
Nothing can be more evident, than that if the French King con- 


tinues Maſter of the Spainſh Monarchy, the Balance of Power in 


Europe ir utterly deſtro d. | 
Nothing was ever acted with more Temper and 1 Hor 
a 
rhis laſt Scene, when putting into the Queen's hands the Enſign 
of Office, he chearfully removed from the higheft Station of 
Honour and Power, next to the Sovereign, into that beſt and 


nobleſt Poſt of Honour, A Private Station. Neither could any 


thing be more moving than the manner how he expreſt himſelf, 
and the Subſtance of what he ſaid at the Time when ye made 

'd, which 
He cold me that it was with great Satisfafion, on his own Account, that 
he came to lay down what he never, but with a View to her Majeſty's In- 


tereſt, enjoy d with any Comfort, That the only Grief he conceiv'd in his 


Removal was, the Afturance he kad that choſe People who pretended to ſucceed 
him, would embark her Majeſty in imprecticable Schemes, which, if her Ma- 
jefiy's own Wiſdom did not prevent it, would be her Ruin. That the Meaſures 


*.. they were upon would embroil her, not only with her Neighbours and Allies 
Abroad, bat with own Subjects at home. That he would never ceaſe to watch 
For her Majeſty's Safety upon all Occaſions; and uo acquaint her with the Steps 


theſe Men would take to overthrow her Tranquility, and made no queſtion 


ro detect the blackeſt 9 55 of a Set of Man now pretending to ſerve ber, and 
* 


ro convince her Majeſty that they had ſacrificed her Peace, and that their 
Connerics. is their own Avarice and Ambition. That he was reſolv'd to 
have no hand in any Unhappineſs that ſhould befall her Majeſty. To as he 
had choſen to decline his private Adventages rather than to be concern'd where 
he fareſaw the Deſtruction of the Conſtitution : That he had landed Her 
Majeſty ſafe thro the Tempeſtuous Seſſions of Four Parliaments, and brought 
Her into 4 View of that General Tranquility of Europe which had lain jo 
near Her Heart, that the Sea of Blood Thich ad been ſpilt might ſtop, we 


the ace of Her own Kingdoms might e : But that theſe Men would 


defeat Her —_ of the. Bleſſing which Her Najeſty had ſo often expreſ#d 


eeing them enjoy. That he was fully convined it was always 


in the Houſe of Hanover, and that he was ſtill of the Opinion, that the 


Safety of Her Majc$ty's Perſon and Reign, as well as the Peace of Her Do- 


mini ens after Her Deceaſe, depending upon preſerving that Succeſſion unal- 
teralle, a Her Majefty bad always erpreſi d herſelſ, both in Pullich and in 


A 1 vare 


which if i 


Tuund mean; to 
ſueh Proof of their having embark 


from publick Buſineſs, and deliver” fro1 
- Men's Errors, and the White-Staff remain'd for ſome Days in a State 


Appreben 


A 


Private, eee to de, That he was ſatiq yd theſe Men aimed at Things 
w | the Pret ender, yet 
tended to the Prejudice of the Sueceſſian of Hanover and az leaſt to keeping 
open the Breaches among the People, and to make them more and mare uneaſy 
about the Security of their Religim and Liberties in the Caſe of the Suc- 
geen. That an he reſolved never willingly to offend Her Majefty in any thing, 


ey did not directly advance. the Intereſt of 


7 


| of their geo 


erſuade Her Maje * 


Jo he could not on the ot her hand refrain ts oppoſe thoſe who, however they had 
| Deſigns, had y et given 
Ed in dangeroas Things againſt their Coun 
try, that no honeft Man conld join with them; and that he choſe to lay down 


t he greateſt Advantages, and vat her to bear the preſent loſs of Her Royal Fa- 
wow. than to have any hand in Meaſures which he was ſatisfy d wonld teud 


to leſſen Her Safety; and he did not doubt that when Her Majeſty ſhould be 


con vinc d, that be had loft Her Favour to obſerve Her Perſon and Government, 


She would not lay that Sin to his Charge. 


| gauge; in ſuch a Proſpedt. 


No good Engliſhman could at any time be content to fit ſtill and 


heſe Things, and many more to thispurpoſe, as I am inform'd, were 


ſaid on this Occaſion ; when no Reply bein 


Nonexiſtence. 


All that I ſhall ſay to the Peace, of which Staff ſays not a Mord. 


made, he diſmis'd himſelf 
himſelf from the Odium of other 


of 


1s, That notwithſtanding Her Majeſty's Arms were carrying Terror 
and Conqueſt into the Bowels of France, yet did he, and his Se- 


which Spain Was gioen to the Houſe of Bourbon. 


Be this as it wi 


Surprize to them then this Step which Her Maje 
never famous for Preſence ot 


no wonder to ſee them in an Aftoniſhment, that diveſted them of 


as it It Was not many days e er we {aw Her Majeſty diſpo 
of the Stay rage bane and place it in a hand which they had as little 
ons of as Inclination te: Nothing could have been a greater 


' Conds, contrary to the Senſe of the Confederates, mike a Prace, by 


ſe 


all 


mauner to coneeal their Diſorder: We are told ſome of ther had the 
Aſſurance to ask Her Majeſty f She knew what She did? To which Her 


| 2 ve ſuch an Anſwer as they deſerved, and as very well expreſs'd 
the juſt Indi 


ation She conceiv'd at their Conduit, as well as Her Re- 
ſentment at ſo inſolent a Queſtion ; but as this Part is but a Report, it 


' admits of no further Diſcourſe at this time. 


As for the Pretence of the Church's Danger, I have ſh 
the Staff made a Bate. 4 Feſt of it, as he confeſſes himſelf, 
This Tract ſhall no farther inquire into the melancholl 
Hoy much the Diſturbance, . theſe thi 

ance to the Diſtemper which ſeized Her fo violently, or haſtenin 


Death: Nor has it any Relation to the Deſign in hand. But one 


what they ſeem very Confident of, 


ewn that 


Part, viz. 
s were to Her Majeſty, give Aſſſt- 
Her 
hing 
. Cannot: pais'our Obſervation, becauſe it tends to undeceiving the People in 


I muſt be ſo plain as to tell you, ſays Her Majeſty in one of Her 
- Speeches, the beſt Proofs we can all give at preſent of our Zeal, for 
the Preſervation. of the Church, will be to join heartily in proſecu- 

ting the War againſt an Enemy who # certainly engag d to extire 


pate our Religion. 


ſome People. tg believe otherwiſe, whereas tho true S Hiſtory of 
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This is become now ſo general an Opinion, that nothing can perſwade 


that 


Pare 


ſty took; and as they were 
ind in the Article ot a Surprize, it was 


| Power to take proper Meaſures for their future Conduct, or in the leaft - 


— 


r 


þ{ 
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Part looks · quite · another way; and in ſhort is this, That had Her Maje oF 


Iived Two Months longer, She had with Her own Hands, by the - 
_ ance of the lat Staff, with whom no doubt rhe preſent Saf would glad- 
I have concur'd in ſo Glorious a Work; I ſay, Her Majeſty had with Her 
own Hands overthrown all the wicked Schemes thoſe Men had laid, and 
which She was already made ſenſible were deſtructive to Mer real Intereſt, 
and the Peace of, Her Kingdoms. | \ 

But yet did the Staff, his Seconds, and his Party, ſhew their 
* For the Church, by puting an End to the aboveſaid nec: ſſary 
And if Her Majeſty, who was at firſt ſo far ſatisfy d with them, and 
had ſo good an Opinion of the Integrity, as at their Motion to diſplace the 
the late Sta who had always been fo faſt riveted in her Favour, as not to 
be ſhaken by the ſtongeſt Efforts of a Former Party, had not be n altered 
in her Opinion of them, and had not ſeen Reaſon to be leſs fat isſied with 
them then ſhe was before. Why did ſhe give the Staff from them ? and 


Why did ſhe give it into a Hand that was never in their Intereſt, and out a a 


little in their Favour ? A Hand whom they fear'd and hated as much as 
they did the former, and for the ſame reaſon, viz. That they knew he 
vv ning riſque his Country to raiſe a Party, and to gratify private Am- 
tion? | | 
Nor was it a {mall Progreſs for the late Staff to make in Two Days time 
after his being diſpoſſeſs'd, viz. To convince the Queen ſhe was gotten 
into hands not fit to be truſted, and to obtain of her Majeſty to put her 
ſelf into the hands of a Perſon whoſe Probity, Wiſdom: Affection to her 
Perſon, - and Concern for his Country, was too well known to be 
— and too great to be tainted with the Corruption of a Mercenary 
1 | 
: This Step of her 1 was ef the new. Faction a Stumbling at the 
Threſhold, and Effectua ly diſconcerted all their Meaſures, enervated 
the Force of their Party, and diſabled them Entirely for.the Miſchief they 


had deſighn'd; For what could they do without the Sraff? And what could 


not the Szaff do without them? 


The 98 was then acting with her Eyes open, nor was it in their Pow- - 


er to cloſe them, and had not Death cloſed them as it did, they had in a 
ew Days been moſt expoſed, and moſt contemptible Party of Men 'in the 
Nation; and perhaps had not eſcaped without ſome Taſte of that Reſent- 
ment, which h 
Men, who, under the greateſt Obligations to. her Bounty, and with the 
greateſt Pretences to render her Service, were running her into inextricable 
Difficulties, Betraying her Perſon, Crown and Kingdoms, and- building 
their private Fortunes up her inevitable Deſtruction. TR 
But her Majeſty was ſnatch'd away, and Heaven has taken this work 


into his own hands, the wiſe Diſpoſals of Providence are always to be 


ſubmitted to, and the Mercy of Heaven in ſo Peaceably filling up the 
Throne with the only oy. meg and Lawful Succeſſor, is never to be 
enough acknowledg'd; Nothing but which could have repait'd the Loſs, 
or made up the Breach which her Majeſty's ſuddain Death had made among, 
us. The only Misfortune attending the New Adminiſtration, if any thing 
can leſſen our Joy on this Occaſton, is, That theſe Men are not ſo fully and 


effectually detected and expoſed, or the Honour of ber Majeſty ſo effectu- 


ally vindicated in this Affair of the Pretender, as would have been ſpared a 
little longer ; But Time will do . — to her Memory. 1 N 
Had her Majeſty liv'd till this Diſcovery had been made, no Man would 


then have offer'd to ſuggeſt, That the 7 was engaged with thoſe Men 


in the wicked Deſign of ruining their Countries Liberties, ſelling us to 
French, Popiſh' or any dther Slavery; and it would have been Cönſpicu- 
5 1 + GJ 3 . : Is ; e - ous 
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er Majeſty in Juſtice oould hardly have forborn to a Set of 
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- ous to.the whole Nation, that the late Staff had reſcued bath the Gern. 5 
r tha 


and her Kingdoms alſo, from the Danger thar hung over their Heads, by 
tull acquainting her Majeſty with the Deſigns, and with the Men, and 
leading her by the hand to a clear View of the 

fink her into. e 1.5 


Gulph they were going to 


Thus far our Secret Hiſtory goes upon the Facts which have appeared 


The Conſequences which may be drawn from the Premiſes are too man 
to be en arged upon; What theſe Men have been driving at is evident, 
what had been their Fate if the Queen had ſurvived a few Months longer 
is-very plain :- It is hoped, that as theſe Things cannotbe hid from the Know- 
ledge of H is preſent Majeſty ; ſo neither Will it be long er thoſe, wh 
were ſo apparently embark'd in Defigns deſtructive to t ty 

berty ot Great- Britain, may be diſtinguiſh'd from thoſe who have been 


uuj ſtly loaden with their Guilt, and been reproach'd with thoſe Miſchie:s : 


x * * 


which they have been the only Means to p:eyent. | 
Above all, The Aſhes of Her late Majeſty ſeems to call upon the preſent 


e Safety and Li- 


Age to clear up Her Memory from that Calumny which, as above, is ra- 


ſed from the ſuppoſed Influence theſe ſcandalous Perſons ſeem'd to have 
upon Her Intentions; as if, becauſe they prevail'd with Her M:jefty to 
diſplace the Step who had had ſo long and ſo uninterrupted a Sh 

Her particular 

Queen's Re ſolutions, and that Her Majeſty was to be entituled to all the 
Scandal of their Conduct; Thar it was in their Power to giye up the Na- 
tion to France, To introduce the Preteuder, Supprefs our | erties ties, aud in 
a Ke rd, to ruin the Nation, * n 


* 
* 


© 


ich was ſo far from being True, That, as manifeſt, it was nor in 


their Power to keep the Staff within their own Party, or ta influence Her 
Majeſty to diſpoſe of It to any of their Friends; nay, nor to prevent it's 


being diſpoſed , as is ſaid, here it was even a greater Terror than it was 


It cannor be imagin'd, that Her Majeſty, wlio was ſo ſenfible of their 


ing Enemies tro Her Safety, and to the Tranquility of Her gone, 
as not to think fir to truſt them with the S:aff, was ſo cloſely joined with 


them in their other Meaſures, 2s to give up Herſelf and Government to 


the only profeſt Ene mx ot both, and ro be fold to the Pretender: It is 
more than propable, that Her Eyes were opened to the Treach:ry of theſe 
Men, That She had found the Account given Her of them by the lite 
Staff undeniable proved, their Knavery detected, and was convinced, that 
they were not Perſons She could commit Herſelf, or the Nation to with 
Satety; an d that therefore, even at that Juncture, when they thought the 
Game the ir own, Her Majeſty gave them to underſtand, Thav She was re- 
ſolved to be Miſtreſs of Her own Meaſures, and to Reign without them. 

It would make up anather Volume, and be a Secret Hiſtory as full of 
Variety as this, and full ag OE, e give an Account, How Planet- 
ſtruck they . args dur, rizing Rlow.; What they laid one to ano- 
ther after they had ſt oakin g one upon another-ſpeechleſs, for ſome 


a 


are in 
avour, and therefore tbey had a full Aſcendant over the 


itt 
time; at a private Aſſembly ofa} thejrContederates, which was keld upon 


the Occaſion, where they gave Vent t their Paſſions, and broke our in o all 
the Extravagancies of Rage an Di air. What diſperate Meaſures their 
Chief Leader propoſed, and what a full Conſtnt of Treaſon againſt both 


gm and 3 thoſe deſperate Meaſures met with. 


e Blaſt of Hell, and the Rage of a Million of Devils be on this Cur- 
ied Staff, ſaid he, flingin g the Purſe, &c. on the Ground, IT IS HE that 


has ruin'd'us, and broken al} ou- Meaſures ; Did not I warn ou from 
e 


breaking with him ? (/aid he) I told you always it was impoſſible to ſup- 


plant him with the Queen. That She could never hear him ſpeak, ſuen 


was the Magick of his Tongue, without being enchanted with his * 
N 2 
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cy . the Staff? ſaid the Bi. By Lucifer I gad not have be- S i 
liev'd She durſt 270 done it! What can we ithout it, We have pe. J | 
_— left, Fronct and the Lawful. Heir; ; it muſt, and 4 ſhall ** done, N 
a n 
er b I launch, This is a Scene of ſüch Ss & nde. 79 
with ſuch a Complication of Villauy, ſuch a Diſcovery of black De, 
figns of Great Numbers of Men, that it cannot be entred upon' here It ES... 
mutt be related in a Volume by ir {ſelf i * 


All the firſt Part of Staff, Hiftory is ingeniouſiy contriꝭ d to ſbew E 
the Hands he wrought with were Jacobites in their Principles. Thoſe - 
were his Tools, and none of the Twelve kept an Bitter,” 
purelyto turm our Proteſtant Fears into as much Ridicule as bis little © 
it would let lum. This Fellow was bred up in the Family 2 had-. | 
been Whiggiſh too: Thus did they Spore with Danger, an ks 
the Staff many Thanks for telling us what were the Pr x” hy 7 5 
October -Club. Staff, wbo knows the true Tories, i tes bo 
mh the Whigs are oblig'd to bim: Indeed T agree with the al n .þ 
his grateful Acknowledgments of the Favou. rshe receiv'd from bs” * 
Lach Abigal, vbom be wrought with to get himſelf imo Play. int 
to — in all the latter part of the Staffs Hiſtory, where he on * 
deavours to throw the Blame and Odium of the. late Management * 73 
Favour of the Prentender, on thoſe of his pag Pay e ll 
te Th bis dear ſelf, he calls the Faction, bed 
the Tr | gs welds exrenuare N 22 ba 8 wb + | 


